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Rural City
The foundation of traditional Chinese society is in the 

countryside, and “village China” is the true portrayal of this 

symbolization. China’s rural and urban fragmentation is still  

obvious due to its unique farming background.

The first step to approach the project was understand the 

changes and differences between rural and city in China . In 

China, the cities are based on a model of “change”. People’s 

lives evolve, and values too, and because they evolve, the idea 

of city evolve consequently. China is comparable to a flexible 

structure, able to change its layout according to the needs of 

those who live it.  What I tried to do was create  experience 

living in China. The analytical part intends to observe China as 

a city or rural in a completely different way. The approach aims 

to developing a new interior design vocabulary that takes into 

account  behavioral qualities of the people. If China is the 

product of the people that inhabits it, it becomes fundamental 

for its urban improvement to include subjectivity, difficult to 

measure but important in order to answer the social space needs.



while the young people living in urban buildings have The view will be blocked by the building 

outside the window and the view will be limited.

Comparing the visual experience of the 

difference in lifestyle between the rural 

and urban two generations, it is found 

that the rural elderly live in a courtyard 

with only one floor. The visual  range can 

directly get close to the nature.



Childhood(rural)

Adulthood(city)

Each family has a villa or 

live in  residential building, 

like an isolated island. 

There is no space for 

public activities, no 

communication between 

neighbors and a kind of 

community atmosphere. 

People are very indifferent.

Moreover, in such an 

environment, the integration 

of humans and the natural 

environment is not enough. 

The lack of culture in 

architecture and housing, lack 

of integration with local 

culture, geographic 

characteristics, and 

community construction 

makes people very indifferent. 

On the contrary, many people 

remembered the life in the 

compound courtyard ， they 

lived in general, they were 

very fulfilling.



Zhongshan Bridge
Zhongshan Bridge, also called the first bridge over 

the Yellow River, lies at the foot of Bai Ta Mountain 

and cross Lanzhou city, the capital of Gansu Province.

This is a traditional building in this village. The purpose of 

this type of building is to maintain a kind of "authenticity": 

they form a strong attitude towards preserving buildings and 

are accompanied by strict regulations to protect historical 

buildings.
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The Yellow River in the site divides the 

countryside and the Lanzhou city into 

two parts.

As the connecting part of the city and 

the countryside, Zhongshan Bridge also 

has its own unique function. There will 

be shops, people who travel to take 

pictures here, and there will be cultural 

events held here, such as the lantern 

festival during the Spring Festival



It is a new way of living in the city, where people find a connection between the city form and their social needs.

This new type of connection can be read as a stimulus to promote diversity in ways of living and inhabit residual 

spaces, breaking down the most conventional barriers of the human settlement. In response to city changes, new 

social movement are already emerging in China, in which people reoccupy and reinterpret small urban places creating 

new form of hybrid spaces that support diversity and creativity. Its is crucial for inhabit “free space” that the space 

remains free. In the project the floating platform is designed as an editable space, in which the installations and 

architectures can be removed or added depending on the needs of the people who use it, leaving open new solutions 

and possibilities.
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Use these urban and rural architectural cultural symbols to create a floating interactive space between the countryside and the city.  

The Yellow River in the site is 

regarded as an important distance 

division between the rural and the 

city.

The denseness of high-rise window frames 

in the city and the limitation of sight are 

important lonely experiences to be 

concerned about.

Flexibility and participation are not only 

embodied in space design, but also emphasize 

the subjective initiative and participation of 

people in space.

The Distance The Permeability Flexibility＆Participation 
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The purpose of the project is to 

return  to the process of collective 

experience and explore a sense of 

collective participation with a 

rural tribal style. On the one hand, 

the project emphasizes that 

people of different ages visit, 

experience, and interact in the 

space; on the other hand, people 

can go from passive seeing to 

active participation. This process 

is the most important meaning of 

interior design. Only by actively 

participating can the work 

accommodate more variants, and 

each variant produces its own 

ideas and value.



This new type of connection can be read as a stimulus to promote diversity in ways of living and inhabit residual spaces, 

breaking down the most conventional barriers of the human settlement. In response to city changes, new social movement 

are already emerging in China, in which people reoccupy and reinterpret small urban places creating new form of hybrid 

spaces that support diversity and creativity. Its is crucial for inhabit “free space” that the space remains free. In the project 

the floating platform is designed as an editable space, in which the installations and architectures can be removed or added 

depending on the needs of the people who use it, leaving open new solutions and possibilities.




